GRANARD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held via MS Teams

 on Tuesday, 26th January 2021 at 3.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Garry Murtagh
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Colin Dalton, P.J. Reilly, 
and Turlough McGovern. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer. 





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer.






Ms. Ann Marie Mc Keon, Administrative Officer.




Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Colin Dalton seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Granard MD Committee Meeting held on the 

24th November 2020.

On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Turlough Mc Govern, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Granard MD Meeting held on the 24th November 2020. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Councillor Paraic Brady looked for an update on the District Drainage and requested that this item be kept on the agenda. Barbara Heslin confirmed that Tom Murtagh Senior Engineer wrote to Cavan and Leitrim County Council and has confirmed a point of contact in each Local Authority.  
Councillor Garry Murtagh requested an update on the parking situation in Granard.  David Coppinger Senior Executive Engineer confirmed he will have update for next meeting.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT INCORPORATING AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS 

REPORT – circulated.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

Barbara Heslin updated the members on the following –

· Longford Tourism

· Housing Capital Programme

· Covid-19 Emergency Fund 2021

· Regeneration projects and funding
· Granard Regeneration Strategy
· Town Teams/Collaboration Group
· Heritage Programme
Councillor Paraic Brady welcomed all the projects and outlined his proposal for all the Councillors to meet with the local groups and communities.  He suggested that a focus should be on linking all the walkways in the different Townlands together and the centre piece should be the Motte in Granard.  He also highlighted the need to develop parking facilities to support new walks and trails.

Councillor Brady proposed that a member of the regeneration team attend the March meeting to give a presentation on walks and trails which would include the most recent successful applications and the future applications.  He suggested that the team develop a 5-year plan for the development of walking and cycling trails.  Councillor Garry Murtagh seconded the proposal.  Councillor Murtagh also asked that an update on the forest walk in Ballinalee be provided.

David Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report –
· General Roadworks
· Road Programme for 2021

David Coppinger responded to questions raised by the members in relation to the Engineer’s Progress Report.  He also provided an update and clarity on the essential works being carried out during the Level 5 restrictions.
Councillor Colm Dalton asked if a footpath could be provided from Ballinalee village to the football pitch.  David confirmed that this would be funding dependent.
Councillor Brady complemented the roads team on the salting programme.
GRANARD PUBLIC ART FEATURES.

Item to remain on the Agenda.  Councillor Garry Murtagh informed the members that LEADER transitional funding is available.  Councillor PJ Reilly welcomed the news and stated that a Community Group needed to take charge of this application.  Councillor Garry Murtagh will contact the Granard Area Action Group to see if they will take on this project and will provide an update at the next meeting.
DRAFT MUNICIPAL DISTRICT REPORT FOR INCLUSION IN LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 2020 ANNUAL REPORT – Circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor PJ Reilly seconded by Councillor Garry Murtagh, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Municipal District Report for inclusion in Longford County Council 2020 Annual Report.

ANNUAL DAFFODIL DAY – correspondence enclosed.

Request received from The Irish Cancer Society to light up landmarks and public buildings yellow on the 26th March 2021 - Annual Daffodil Day – to heighten awareness of Daffodil Day Campaign.  B. Heslin confirmed that there is no facility to light up the Granard Library Building. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

St. John’s Church and Graveyard in Ballinalee.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Dalton and seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady -

“I am calling on Longford County Council to allocate funding for works at St. John’s Church and Graveyard in Ballinalee.

Reply from the Environment Section.

It is understood that this Notice of Motion refers to rainfall runoff from the road adjacent to Ballinalee Church of Ireland church and graveyard. The Area Engineer will discuss the matter in more detail with Councillor Dalton with a view to finding a solution to same.  
Community Support Scheme

Linda Higgins reminded the members of the closing date – 26th February for the Community Grant Support Scheme Applications. Linda to circulate the Grant Scheme Information to the members.
Business Response Plan
Councillor Paraic Brady questioned the inconsistency across Local Authorities in their approach to Level 5 restrictions.
Barbara Heslin, Director of Services responded that

· Sectoral guidance was received to reflect the current COVID-19 public health measures introduced by Government.

· The CCMA Local Authority Resilience and Recovery Plan for Living with COVID-19 provides the most up to date information on the services which will be operational in line with H&S requirements and Standard Operating Guidelines.

· This plan provided a comprehensive schedule of services provided by local authorities and their status, depending on the category of restrictions that are put in place by the Government in response to the levels of Covid-19.  The plan continues to be monitored and adapted as the Local Authority sector responds to the challenges posed by COVID-19.

· Standard Operating Guidelines have been developed for the sector.

· Longford County Council’s risk assessments have been reviewed, updated and communicated to reflect the SOGs.

· Longford County Council has updated work practices to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of all our employees and continues to monitor our delivery of essential services.

Committee Meeting – 23rd March 2021.

On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady, seconded by Councillor Colin Dalton it was unanimously agreed to hold a Committee Meeting before the Meeting on March 23rd, 2021.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
23rd March 2021.


Garry Murtagh
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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